Attachment G

109 Eighth Street, Suite308: | | Telephone: 970-945-8635
Glenwood Springs; Colorado 81601 Facsimile: 970-945-1304

Re: Senate Bill 20-172
Dear Senate-Judiciary Committee;

The Office of ‘the District Attoriiey-for the 9% Judicial District réspectfully: requests ahd huinbly seeks
your opposition-of SB 20-172.

The 9 Judicial Distriet spans:from the Continental Divide to- Utah, and includes: Pitkin, Garfield, and
Rio Blanco Counties. Within the Junsdlctlon, the Office of the District-Attorney staffs five courthouses,

including Rangely, Meeker; Rlﬂe . Glenwood Spnngs, and Aspen. The: staffing démands of each of the
officestare unique and includes one- atforney.and ofie; support: staff employee for Giié courthouse, and two.
attorneys and- one support: staff for .another; By passing SB 20- 172 _ani. unreasonable strain’ will be
placed on the-9™ Judicial District-Attorney’s Office.

SB 20-172 is tiot a -one :size fits all model than can work across the state’s juridictions, rutal or
metropolitan: Should SB-20-172;be passed, Rio Blanco County would have one attoitiey, ohe support
staff; and one investigator to handle advisements up to 7 days a week, including holidays. If SB 20-172-
were: passed Pitkin County would have two: attorneys, two support staff; .and one investigator to handle:
advisements up to 7 days a week; incliding-holidays.

Unfortunately, SB -20-172. does .not: identify the very real local fiscal imipact of a, jurisdiction that
encompasses ‘five: courthouses: and; three counties, While the. bill attempts to bridge this gap- via
informstion techriology grants, the. Office: of. the District Attorney would still ‘need to staff the
courthouses, This would réqiire additional fiill-time pefsofinél for which we ‘do not have budget:
authonzatmn These employees mclude addltlonal attorneys to argue for the appropnate bonds,
. criminal; h.lStOl‘leS and other baokground mformatlon and addmonal vmtlm-vmtness spemahsts to connect:
with-victims of crithes’and provide education and.resources ayailable-to them.
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